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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in this 
application because the drawings are informal. Applicant is advised to employ the 
services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bell (US 6,405,027) in view of Mitzutani et al (US 6,603,744). 

Regarding claims 1-3 and 8-10, Bell teaches a system for changing operation 
mode (see column 5, lines 18-28) of a first communication interface of a first device in 
communication with a second device (see fig. 1a, communication devices Do, D2 and 
Dn). Bell does not specifically disclose a communication activator external to the first 
device to send a trigger signal when an external third device wants to communicate with 
the first device via the first interface, a second communication interface inside the first 
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device to receive the trigger signal, an operation mode control module coupled to the 
first and second interfaces to cause the first interface to change its operation mode in 
order to communicate with the third device when the second interface receives the 
trigger signal. 

Mitzutani teaches a communication activator external to the first device to send a 
trigger signal when an external third device wants to communicate with the first device 
via the first interface (see column 4, lines 19-39 and fig.8, box 59 or 60 reads on 
Applicant's "an external third device"), a second communication interface inside the first 
device to receive the trigger signal (see column 16, lines 17-43), an operation mode 
control module coupled to the first and second interfaces to cause the first interface to 
change its operation mode in order to communicate with the third device when the 
second interface receives the trigger signal (see column 5, lines 51-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the teaching of Mitzutani into the system of Bell 
in order to provide a mechanism for enabling inter-host communication. 

Regarding claims 4, 11 and 12, Bell further teaches the operation mode of the 
first interface of the first device is changed to (1) suspend its current exclusive 
communication with the second device and (2) include the third device in its 
communication such that the first, second, and third devices are in communication 
together (see fig. 1 b, wireless connection between communication devices C, D1 , D2- 
Dn). 

Regarding claim 5, Bell teaches a system for changing operation mode (see 
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column 5, lines 18-28) of a first communication interface of a first device in 
communication with a second device (see fig. 1a, communication devices Do, D2 and 
Dn). Bell does not specifically disclose the operation mode of the first interface of the 
first device is changed to (1) suspend its current communication with the second device 
and (2) establish communication with the third device. 

Mitzutani teaches the operation mode of the first interface of the first device is 
changed to (1) suspend its current communication with the second device and (2) 
establish communication with the third device (see column 5, lines 51-65), 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the teaching of Mitzutani into the system of Bell 
in order to provide a mechanism for enabling inter-host communication. 

Regarding claims 6 and 13, Bell further teaches the first and second 
communication interfaces employ different wireless communication technologies (see 
fig. 1a, RF connection between Do and base station 12 and Abstract, see bluetooth). 

4. Claims 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bell (US 6,405,027) in view of Mitzutani et al (US 6,603,744) and further in view of 
Cohen et al (US 6,797,519). 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, the combination of Bell and Mitzutani teaches short 
range radio frequency communication technology and long range radio frequency 
communication technology (see Bell, fig. 1a, RF connection between Do and base 
station 12 and Abstract, see bluetooth). The combination of Bell and Mitzutani does 
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not specifically disclose each of the first and second communication interfaces employs 
a wireless communication technology selected from a group comprising infrared 
communication technology, laser communication technology. 

Cohen teaches each of the first and second communication interfaces employs a 
wireless communication technology selected from a group comprising infrared 
communication technology, laser communication technology ^olumn 4, line 49 to 
column 5, Iine10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the teaching of Cohen into the system of Bell 
and Mitzutani in order to provide a suitable operating system that may be 
communicatively couple to the network. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Kinnunen (US 6,230,015) teaches picking up of mobile station from a direct 
mode channel. 

b. Nagata (US 6,178,323) teaches system and method determining a tentative 
master of a radio conference system. 

c. Carro (US 6,580,909) teaches communication system and method based on 
the relative positions of mobile units. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi H. Ly whose telephone number is (703) 605-5164. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am-5:30 pm Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (703) 305-4379. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 


Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


872-9306. 


Nghi H. Ly 
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